
 

  

 

  
  

 
 

Swiss Health Foreign Policy 2019-24 
Swiss health foreign policy is based on Switzerland’s fundamental cultural and political values and 
principles as enshrined in the Federal Constitution. In addition, Switzerland's international commitment 
in the health sector is aligned with the Constitution of the World Health Organization. Accordingly, 
Switzerland is committed to securing the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health. Its human rights-based approach aims to ensure equal access 
to healthcare for all. 

Swiss health foreign policy is two-pronged: firstly, it aims to help improve the health protection of the 
local population and the healthcare system in general; secondly, it is a tool of Swiss foreign policy and 
as such is intended to support its objectives. For this reason, Switzerland also assumes global 
responsibility in the health sector and acts in solidarity with other countries. It helps find solutions to 
global health challenges both in the relevant international organisations and cooperating directly with 
other countries: in its work, it draws on its strengths, including its knowledge and experience, its 
networks, its commitment to humanitarian aid and development cooperation and its role as home to a 
number of international organisations and as a major force in research and innovation. Switzerland 
strives to build bridges between different actors in the international environment and to facilitate targeted 
constructive dialogue. The implementation of its health foreign policy requires a comprehensive 
approach that takes into account health determinants, places people at the centre of its activities and 
addresses existing inequalities.  

Opportunities and challenges in a global context 

In an increasingly interconnected world, the challenges and opportunities for improving global health 
are great and have changed in some respects in recent years. 

1. From the Millennium Development Goals to the UN's 2030 Agenda with Goal 3, "Ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages": just as health affects other sustainability goals, so 
do these affect health.  

2. Health and humanitarian crises remain a threat to the international community. 

3. Access to medicine requires a balancing act between equal health opportunities, economic interests 
and promotion of innovation. 

4. General healthcare is caught between the changing balance of social and economic power. 

5. Technological progress represents both an opportunity and a challenge for healthcare systems. 

6. Non-communicable diseases are on the rise worldwide, as the downside of increased prosperity 
and increasing life expectancy. 

7. The global health regime is undergoing radical change. 

8. International addiction policy needs new approaches. 

The Federal Council adopted the Health Foreign Policy 2019-2024 on 15 May 2019. This ensures that 
the federal agencies involved adopt a common approach with regard to the relevant health issues in 
the six defined fields of action, thus ensuring coherent and effective action. 
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Fields of action of Swiss Health Foreign Policy 2019-24 

1. Health protection and humanitarian crises  
Switzerland intends to improve protection against global health risks for the Swiss population. This is to 
be achieved by strengthening global prevention and through more effective responses. This, in turn, 
requires a stronger WHO that promotes cooperation between member states and provides the 
necessary technical support to strengthen national and global early detection, monitoring, prevention 
and control systems in line with international health standards and to prevent overreactions leading to 
unnecessary economic damage. Switzerland has an interest in promoting synergies and exchanges 
between actors in healthcare, humanitarian work, peacebuilding and human rights in Geneva. 

2. Access to medicine 
Switzerland aims to improve access to proven and newly developed, safe, effective, high-quality, 
affordable and financially sustainable medicine. To this end, it intends to promote an evidence-based 
debate internationally that takes into account all aspects relevant to access, depending on the disease 
area and product. It must take into account different interests in the fields of health, development policy 
and the economy. Switzerland also has an interest in protecting intellectual property abroad in order to 
ensure that innovation in the research and development of new and better medicines remains 
worthwhile. 

3. Sustainable healthcare and digitalisation 
Switzerland is committed to sound, sustainable national healthcare systems and better healthcare 
worldwide. This reduces the risk of poverty and can help control global health risks such as highly 
infectious diseases more effectively, thus increasing security in Switzerland. Switzerland also intends to 
make the best possible use of the opportunities offered by digitalisation in order to promote cost-efficient 
healthcare models. Furthermore, Switzerland supports the development of an international health data 
governance framework and meaningful international cooperation in this area. 

4. Health determinants 
Switzerland intends to help influence socio-economic and environmental factors to improve people's 
health and well-being and reduce inequalities in health. This will not only ensure that individuals are able 
to maintain their independence but will also optimise investments in healthcare. It will also help reduce 
the risk of poverty resulting from health problems. Switzerland is committed to promoting synergies and 
improved coordination between the various actors in relevant policy areas to promote health and resolve 
potential conflicts of interest. 

5. Governance of the global health regime 
Switzerland intends to promote coherent, strong, sustainable, efficient and multisectoral institutions so 
that these can perform their roles effectively and contribute to improvements in global health. In this 
context, Switzerland is committed to supporting reforms within international organisations in order to 
create more efficient structures capable of finding effective solutions more quickly, thus strengthening 
the credibility and acceptance of these institutions. Switzerland intends to counter further fragmentation 
of the health regime and to further strengthen International Geneva and its role as a global centre of 
excellence for health. 

6. Addiction policy 
On the strength of its experience, Switzerland is among the countries that promote comprehensive 
health and human rights policy approaches in addiction policy. Switzerland intends to help develop 
international drug policy further to achieve a coherent health and human rights-based addiction policy, 
in line with Switzerland's health policy priorities. 


