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Biomedical ethics : 
practical impact at the hospital level

Overview

• The Rise of Bioethics : Research ethics and the four 
principles – the applied ethics model

• The Specificity of Clinical Ethics:  Reflecting on the 
applied ethics model - practical wisdom and 
deliberative approach
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Nuremberg Trial (1947)
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History of Bioethics (Biomedical Ethics)

• Nuremberg Code (1947)

• Declaration of Helsinki (1964)

• Belmont Report (1979)

• Principles of Biomedical Ethics (1979)

• Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human
Rights – UNESCO (2005)
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Helsinki Declaration
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Institutionalisation of Bioethics
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1971

Principles of Biomedical Ethics (1979)

• Autonomy

• Beneficience

• Non-maleficience

• Justice
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Universal Declaration on Bioethics
and Human Rights (2005)

• Respect of human dignity and human rights

• Respect for autonomy of persons

• Respect for human vulnerablity and personal integrity

• Equality, justice and equity, Respect for cultural diversity 
and pluralism

• Solidarity and cooperation

• Social responsibility and health

• Sharing of benefits

• Protecting future generations

• Protecting the environment, the biosphere and diversity
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Applied Ethics Model and Medical Progess
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Source : Brochure Forum Santé, droits des patients

C ’EST UN PROBLEME

DE COMMUNICATION !

Ethics and Justification of Radiation Protection

Risk of misunderstanding at the bedside: 

Reflecting on the Applied Ethics Model 
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The Specificity of Clinical Ethics

z Respect for Dignity in Context

z Integrity

z Autonomy

z Vulnerability

z Confidence and Trust in Context

z Welcoming (Phenomenology of Illness)

z Interpretation (Hermeneutics)

z Care plan (Dialogue and Decision Sharing)
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« Medical Prudence » 
« Pratical Wisdom »

Ability to identify the appropriate action

in a specific context, adapted to the 

singularity of the situation
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Ethical Deliberation and Practical Wisdom
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Deliberative process

Institutional functioning

Ethical Deliberation Process
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Practical Wisdom and Ethical Skills

• Communication skills

• « Turn taking »

• « Restating »

• Keep active listening

• Paying attention to the other

• Humility

• ...
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Thank you for your attention

www.unil.ch/ethos
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