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Chaotic times? 

• COVID 19?
• Energy?
• Climate?
• War?

• HOUSING!



North Kensington District Context
June 14th , 2017, 12:50 a.m.
24 floors of public housing
293 residents, foreign, working class
Average annual salary: £32,700
Life expectancy: 22 years shorter

Deaths: 72 people
Building: siding containing polyethylene (cheaper and more 
flammable), no central fire alarm

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/may/14/grenfell-the-71-
victims-their-lives-loves-and-losses
Marmot M. Society and the slow burn of inequality. The Lancet. May 
2020;395(10234):1413-4.

Grenfell Tower (2017)
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/may/14/grenfell-the-71-victims-their-lives-loves-and-losses
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Time, May 2021



Concept of health equity in public health research during COVID-19: definitions, uses and implications
Tiffany Martin et al. In process
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Equality and equity are not the same thing!

7



Clinical Equity

Institutional Equity

The Reality:
differences in socio-economic, 

environmental and 
cultural determinants of health

Ideal World or….
Structural equity

Equity / Equities

8



9

Out of chaos comes equity opportunities:              
research, advocacy
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De la crise ukrainienne à l’équité en santé des populations migrantes. Les enjeux de la coopération
K Morisod, P Bodenmann. Bulletin des médecins suisses. 2022: 103 (46): 31-33
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Do something, 
do more, 

do better

Prof Sir M Marmot, Lausanne Summer School
« Health equity in chaotic times », September 2022
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Thank you for your attention

patrick.bodenmann@unisante.ch

mailto:patrick.bodenmann@unisante.ch
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1. Health Equity through intersectoral approach



Green et al, 2004, JAMA

2. From the professional obligation to the… 
professional aspiration
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3. Training, training, training/ teaching, teaching, teaching
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